T\'lt BEST WORDS FROM THE WISE
; ; AARP’s online community is a kind of “wisdom circle”
i i that draws on the shared experiences of AARP members.
0}— \ﬁOMK I’IFE This columnis adapted from an online discussion.

My Neighbor’s _;;f;_gf;}
WifeTried to lljliN
Seduce Me!

Should he tell her husband what
she did—or keep it secret?

THE DILEMMA

Dear Wisdom Circle,

I’ve been good friends for 11 years with a couple who
live in my condo complex. I’ve looked after their
home while they vacationed,and they’ve done the
same for me. I’ve also played golf and tennis with
the husband, Ted*, many times. Recently his wife,
Carol,asked me to come over because their garbage
disposal wasn’t working and Ted was out of town.

It was an easy fix, and she thanked me. As | started
toleave, she asked me why | had never made apass
at her.“Because you’re married.’| said.“Married,
yes,’shereplied,“but not dead” Then she let her
robe fall open. Shocked, | told her that wasn’t right
and hightailed it out of there.l haven’t spokento
her since. But should I tell her husband? Or pretend
it never happened? —Freaked-Out Friend

THE CIRCLE SAYS THE RESOLUTION

® RESPONSE #1 | think thisis a lose- is that once people try something like Ididn’t tell Ted. In fact, | recently
lose situation for everyone except the this, they’ll try again until you confront played golf with him. We met at
wife, who wants to use you to stroke them oryou tell their spouse. I'd tell the the course instead of his home and
her ego. | say do nothing: Don’t play her husband. | don’t think she’s finished with had a good time. | didn’t mention
game. Don’t tell her husband. Avoid their you yet, so good luck. Carol at all. For now, I’m sticking
company. If he eventually asks you why, with the do-nothing option. But
then tell him. You’ll probably lose a friend, ® RESPONSE #3 | wouldn’t mentionit I’ll keep the spill-the-beans option
but you'll keep your self-respect. to the husband, but I'd avoid being alone inmy back pocketincaselever
with the wife. A sad situation, especially need to protect theinnocent—
® RESPONSE #2 |'ve experienced simi- since you’ll never feel comfortable with namely, me!
lar situations before. One thing | learned either one of them again. Adapted by Karen Westerberg Reyes

*All names have been changed.

OW TO JOIN To ask your own question, or to answer some-
AARP THE MAGAZINE E CIRCLE one else’s, visit aarp.org/wisdomcircle.
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