
 
The 15 best dance clubs in DC 
Want to party? Go to the best dance clubs in DC, where DJs and live acts play top 
beats, grab a drink and start dancing. 
By: Leslie Quander Wooldridge  
 
Originally Posted: Tuesday April 25, 2017, on timeout.com. Also available in part 
via web archive.   
 
Note: Some establishments have closed since this list was first published in 2017. 
Please verify operating status before planning a visit.  
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Political events aren’t the only hot ticket in the nation’s capital—the city’s 
nightlife scene gets downright fiery, too. Here, find the best dance clubs in DC, 
from super luxe destinations to venues serving a more laid-back crowd. Featuring 
both famous DJs and top live acts, these venues are particularly enjoyable with a 
drink in hand while dancing the night away. For more nightlife destination ideas, 
check out the best bars in DC and the best pick-up bars in Washington, DC. 
Wondering where to listen to live music in DC? We’ve got you covered on that 
front as well. 
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Restaurants 
SAX 
Downtown 
 
 
Offering a Moulin Rouge ambiance, this sumptuous restaurant and night-time 
lounge is a must-visit. Step inside the first floor’s open space—featuring a 60-foot 
high ceiling—and take in the ornate chandeliers, golden accents and Versailles-
inspired tabletops scattered about. While the mix of house and top ‘40s music is 
sure to amuse, the standout here is the live entertainment from the 20-foot 
enclosed stage over the first floor bar. Performances include everything from 
modern ballet to acrobatic pole dancing, and aerialists sometimes even descend 
above the lounge’s dance floor. Just dress fashionably and go—and don’t let 
anyone tell you DC is boring. 
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Eighteenth Street Lounge 
Dupont Circle 
 
Picture dancing in your best friend’s Northwest DC mansion, which just happens 
to boast flattering lighting and comfy, vintage seating—yes, seating—scattered 
about. That’s Eighteenth Street Lounge, which now features five rooms: The Main 
Room, The Gold Room, The Jazz Bar, The Studio Bar and Deck Bar. You’ll find a 
laid-back space and a welcoming vibe that keeps locals and visitors coming back. 
Those craving a salsa or reggae fix will be pleased by the occasional live band 
performance.
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Dance, Ballroom and Latin 
Bossa Bistro + Lounge 
 
It’s no mega-club, but Latin dance lovers adore this low-lit, bohemian space. In 
general, you’ll find Brazilian tapas along with musical and cultural events, but the 
real party begins Friday and Saturday nights when Latin bands play live salsa on 
the first floor (with other styles occasionally thrown in). Join dancers of all levels, 
including beginners—just be warned that the cozy dance floor can get hot and 
crowded on busy nights. You can also venture upstairs to take in a menu of other 
acts. When you reach your dancing limit, take a break at the downstairs bar and 
order a Caipirinha to help you catch your breath. 
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Bars, Hotel bars 
POV at W Washington DC 
Downtown 
 
 
The big draw at this hotel’s rooftop lounge? Unparalleled views of the cityscape, 
including the Washington Monument and the White House. On warmer nights, 
the terrace views of DC’s skyline are unobstructed and fabulous. Spend time 
lounging outside under the covered awning or venture inside, where you can 
dance to a variety of music on the newly tiled floor. The dress code of “casual 
sophistication” is enforced after 9pm on Fridays and Saturdays, so make sure to 
dress appropriately. You’ll see that suits for gentlemen are not uncommon, as the 
city’s lobbyists and lawyers prowl the scene. The drinks, while tasty, are on the 
pricier side. Overall, POV is a must-visit for those who crave nocturnal views with 
their nightcaps. 
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Restaurants, Latin American 
Cafe Citron 
Dupont Circle 
 
Known simply as “Citron” to regulars, this colorful and welcoming venue serves 
dishes like empanadas, ceviches and calamari—and turns into a dance club 
starting at 10pm. Featuring purple, blue and red lighting (it varies by floor), and 
tons of lively patrons, Citron stays energetic until close. You’ll find three levels of 
fun, with DJs spinning Latin house, Latin pop and reggaeton tunes, with some 
salsa and bachata woven in. 
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Clubs 
HEIST 
Dupont Circle 
 
To enter the subterranean space: spot the unassuming outside entrance in 
Dupont Circle, walk through the street-level doors and down the stairs to 
discover a darkened, intimate space featuring black leather seating and tones of 
gold. Inside, stylish visitors will also find carefully crafted cocktails and top shelf 
champagnes. Open-format DJs spin from a Chesterfield leather booth outfitted 
with a 24-karat-gold buffalo skull—and they play everything from hip-hop to 
EDM. 
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Clubs 
The Living Room 
Logan Circle 
 
 
A modern space that’s decidedly more high-end than your aunt Dot’s place, this 
recently remodeled, newer addition to DC’s nightclub scene features a 
comfortable selection of rooms and younger, high-energy crowds. Order bottle 
service and perch on the tufted sofas, or dance to the DJ’s high-energy music, 
including everything from hip-hop and top 40 to the latest from Latin America. 
(Check the website for the schedule.) Roam the club’s 5,635 square feet and 
party until the wee hours under flashing red and blue lights. The Living Room can 
fill to capacity on weekends, so remember this when planning your arrival time. 
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Clubs 
Decades 
Dupont Circle 
 
 
Nostalgia lovers take note: This is the place to be if you’re craving sounds of the 
‘80s, ‘90s and 2000s. This 10,000 square-foot space features dedicated floors for 
each of these fun time periods. Start on the first level, where the DJ in the CD-
covered booth plays hits from the 2000s to now. The second floor is all about the 
‘90s, sometimes even welcoming acts that defined the decade. Climb to the gold-
themed third floor to revel in the sounds of ‘80s hip-hop and check out the “Bling 
Room.” Bonus: The recently unveiled fourth level—a rooftop space—is like a 
classic Miami club. If you can’t find something to groove to here, maybe you’re 
not a dancer at all. 
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Clubs 
The Park at Fourteenth 
Downtown 
 
Come in for happy hour, or drop by for dinner, on Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays. Either way, stay for the dance. The swanky, wood-paneled space is 
just steps from the K Street Corridor. Cruise through four separate floors and 
expect to move to popular music, including hip-hop, R&B, top 40 and even 
reggae. Do dress to impress, discriminating doormen are onsite. 
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Clubs 
Soundcheck 
Downtown 
 
Renowned DJs like Tiesto and Steve Aoki have hit this venue’s stage, with the 
audiophile-friendly space seeking to channel the acoustics of a recording studio. 
The club’s music technology includes a German-imported d&b audiotechnik 
system complemented by four-inch thick soundproof foam in the walls and 
ceiling. Choose between a variety of event options, including EDM parties 
(featuring house, trance and more), Latin and hip-hop nights. Want more? Two 
overhanging disco balls and 85-plus lighting fixtures will capture your attention 
after the sound system pulls you in. 
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Clubs 
9:30 Club 
U Street Corridor 
 
 
This concert venue is a live music fan’s dream, as everyone from Al Green and Fall 
Out Boy to more recently discovered acts like Melanie Martinez have played on 
the stage. And if you like to dance, you can rock it out while your favorite artists 
perform. Find an open floor and balcony layout inside that’s standing room only 
and an assortment of draft and bottled beers, non-alcoholic drinks and bites 
when you need them. Most new shows are announced on the website on 
Thursday mornings. Consider buying tickets for popular acts in advance to avoid a 
sellout situation. 
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U Street Music Hall 
U Street Corridor 
This DJ-owned space is a basement dance club and live music venue. You won’t 
find super huge crowds—capacity maxes out at 500—but you will find an 
excellent sound system and a 1,200 square foot dance floor that’s actually cork-
cushioned. The space features limited bar seating and advance ticket sales for 
shows, which are listed on the website. Bonus for laid-back types who prefer 
comfy kicks: There’s no official dress code. 
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Habana Village 
Adams Morgan 
 
 
If you’re a salsero who dances from the heart, come here to get down to 
Caribbean rhythms. You’ll hear lots of Cuban salsa with bachata and a bit of 
merengue thrown in. Prepare to get sweaty, in the very best way, as you swirl 
and step to sounds from the corner DJ booth. Sip on a mojito and sample Cuban 
delicacies like deep fried yucca and pollo asado in the first-floor restaurant. 
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Serious dancers can visit Thursday nights to find higher-level partners, while 
Friday and Saturday nights are packed with dancers of all levels. 
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Clubs 
Rosebar 
 
 
It’s totally okay to twerk on this District lounge’s energetic dance floors before 
sashaying up to the venue’s bars or checking out the bottle service menu. Drop in 
for day parties and evening fun (see the website for event details), and move to a 
mix of music, including R&B, rap and hip-hop. Be prepared for doormen and a 
security check—and also be stylish (no athletic wear or flip flops are allowed). 
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Restaurants, Belgian 
Marvin 
U Street Corridor 
 
 
This bistro and lounge spot was inspired by DC-born soul singer and songwriter 
Marvin Gaye and the foods he encountered on his travels. Stop by the first-level 
dining room if you want to kick off your night with some food. Upstairs, the 
outdoor rooftop deck is a popular gathering place for those who like to sip on a 
drink while mingling with other patrons. Bask under the heated lamps on colder 
evenings, then venture inside where you can find a DJ spinning everything from 
R&B to new (and ‘90s) hip-hop on Friday and Saturday nights. 
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